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By EDWARD M. SJllS ' ' 

Staff Writer • ' 




i .T^e Central Intelligence Agency 
Is- dying to downplay- its public 
cloak and dagger image by expand- 
ing public relations efforts, an.agen- 
qy^official bas told TTie Light 
5 rlTie 5 Umi^ move _tof demystify 
the govemment-'agency ‘most- ■ syn- 
Onymous^thv;.“top„^«c:ret” is^the 
jiroduct of a new understanding in 
the intelligence community that a 
fespons^is needed to the sophist!-: 
bated pix^aganda machine of otbef 
<Muntries, the offidal said. 

‘*I think we’re competiDg;' for? 
^ple’s minds,” said J. William 
DoswellT'director bf.the CIA’s office 
of external affairiss^ . 

♦ Doswell s^d the .4-year-old officer 
he join^ last'July has become more 
m'lling to provide reporters, with 
unclassified, information, and.^ln. 
some cases, other information? as 
background. - "' A 

? Doswell, met with a group of 
Light ‘Officials in the.Dght’s offices. 
He wasImSan Antonio to addresS'-a i 
4l-i»rs6b"-^thering oAthe-As^iaiy 
tion. of Former Intelligence Officers;!-? 

■i ':1^e 5SHyear-bld : Virginia.? native- 
said. CIA ■;Director;,Willlani;Casby ati 
first! told him, ‘‘\Ve|re-going tp’^a, 
noHprofile agehcyiinot^a- low-profile 
agency,*’/ but /lias'-icomei-to v ^liey^ 
thabjsonie pubiit: forays are d'^rable 
to: make j^wh toe views;ibf^the- 
intelligent^ commiinitv. •- 
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' t Toward that end^ CIA. officials,! 
have^ held periodic breakfast meet- / 
ings? with reporters in Washington// 
have introduced themselves to news 1 
editors around the country and have ' 
deliver^ V. speeches: oih»*intelligencer 
rnattersL'^^i^-- f '-' 4 

>S-^We-just. don’t comment on cer- 
things for example "sources of 
information and methods of opera- 
tidrrf 

5! We) wll say f*no comraedt’ We 
Wo^ttelLthe fir^lie.^ 7 >v'V’i 
i 5l^well also'noted GfA efforts to 
hay§ the ^Freedom of Information 
Act'^ghtened to exempt the agency 


from most or. all requests for infor;: 
mat^n. . 

said two of the “regular cus-: 
tom§rs’’--under - the act are the KGB 
(Sovget intelligence): and Tass (the: 
Soviet news agent). ^ 

/“We , ha ve« to provide the infer-,. 
, mation to thenr. That’sr^aiittle incon- 
gnioustoihi^” 

, ' But ppswell .recognized [ that 
newspapers and the public can have 
legitimate needs for certain informa- 
tion.. : ..[v X - }:. 

He said the CIA is' vyorking with * 
a newspaper publishers^ group to at- 
tempt to arrive at a ^ ‘.‘reasonable” 
p<^itlon on Freedom' of -Information 
, Act disclosures. , -^5^' T ^ [ .X 
p: . Daswell said public perception of ^ 
the CIA as a “spook ybusiness”/is.' 
exaggerated. ; 

y\.;iFewer than one m 90 employees 
.oflthe agency could '• be /considered 
^ies in the popular ‘ sense of the 
word, he saicL . . * : 

i :. : Moist empl(^ees 35-year-? 

old agency- are siniply-gatherers of 
he.said,i:2^^ 

V }TheY^ perform research on such 
seemingly innocuous topics: as the 
debt -structure of , Soviet bloc coufi- 
tries/and different; nations’'-, grain-" 
.grp^ng capabilities' or public power’ 
[scnircj^ he ^d. t 
/ But/he said, that information caih; 



^pack^a/wallop when Jt comes;time | 
^tc^formiilate foreign 


llviLiiAM bbswaf 

CIA official 
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